
54

34 CFR Ch. III (7–1–97 Edition)§ 300.550

member must submit a separate state-
ment presenting his or her conclusions.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1411 note)
(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820–0030)
[57 FR 44798, Sept. 29, 1992, as amended at 58
FR 13528, Mar. 11, 1993]

LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT

§ 300.550 General.
(a) Each SEA shall ensure that each

public agency establishes and imple-
ments procedures that meet the re-
quirements of §§ 300.550–300.556.

(b) Each public agency shall ensure—
(1) That to the maximum extent ap-

propriate, children with disabilities,
including children in public or private
institutions or other care facilities, are
educated with children who are non-
disabled; and

(2) That special classes, separate
schooling or other removal of children
with disabilities from the regular edu-
cational environment occurs only when
the nature or severity of the disability
is such that education in regular class-
es with the use of supplementary aids
and services cannot be achieved satis-
factorily.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(5)(B);
1414(a)(1)(C)(iv))

§ 300.551 Continuum of alternative
placements.

(a) Each public agency shall ensure
that a continuum of alternative place-
ments is available to meet the needs of
children with disabilities for special
education and related services.

(b) The continuum required in para-
graph (a) of this section must—

(1) Include the alternative place-
ments listed in the definition of special
education under § 300.17 (instruction in
regular classes, special classes, special
schools, home instruction, and instruc-
tion in hospitals and institutions); and

(2) Make provision for supplementary
services (such as resource room or itin-
erant instruction) to be provided in
conjunction with regular class place-
ment.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(5)(B))

§ 300.552 Placements.
Each public agency shall ensure that:

(a) The educational placement of
each child with a disability—

(1) Is determined at least annually;
(2) Is based on his or her IEP; and
(3) Is as close as possible to the

child’s home.
(b) The various alternative place-

ments included at § 300.551 are available
to the extent necessary to implement
the IEP for each child with a disabil-
ity.

(c) Unless the IEP of a child with a
disability requires some other arrange-
ment, the child is educated in the
school that he or she would attend if
nondisabled.

(d) In selecting the LRE, consider-
ation is given to any potential harmful
effect on the child or on the quality of
services that he or she needs.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(5)(B))

NOTE: Section 300.552 includes some of the
main factors that must be considered in de-
termining the extent to which a child with a
disability can be educated with children who
are nondisabled. The overriding rule in this
section is that placement decisions must be
made on an individual basis. The section also
requires each agency to have various alter-
native placements available in order to en-
sure that each child with a disability re-
ceives an education that is appropriate to his
or her individual needs.

The requirements of § 300.552, as well as the
other requirements of §§ 300.550–300.556, apply
to all preschool children with disabilities
who are entitled to receive FAPE. Public
agencies that provide preschool programs for
nondisabled preschool children must ensure
that the requirements of § 300.552(c) are met.
Public agencies that do not operate pro-
grams for nondisabled preschool children are
not required to initiate such programs solely
to satisfy the requirements regarding place-
ment in the LRE embodied in §§ 300.550–
300.556. For these public agencies, some al-
ternative methods for meeting the require-
ments of §§ 300.550–300.556 include—

(1) Providing opportunities for the partici-
pation (even part-time) of preschool children
with disabilities in other preschool programs
operated by public agencies (such as Head
Start);

(2) Placing children with disabilities in pri-
vate school programs for nondisabled pre-
school children or private school preschool
programs that integrate children with dis-
abilities and nondisabled children; and

(3) Locating classes for preschool children
with disabilities in regular elementary
schools.

In each case the public agency must ensure
that each child’s placement is in the LRE in
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